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BAR BRIEFS
HORACE BAGLEY
Our Chief - Our Friend
R. E. Wenzel
"A pebble in the streamlet, scant,
Has turned the course of many a river;
A dewdrop on the tiny plant
Has warped the giant oak forever.
'
A. friendly, kindly, courageous, "country lawyer," at the very
threshold of a belated opportunity to exemplify, through official
executive action, that truly inspiring, earnest, honest, wholehearted
service in which-like that river of which Alexander broke the
strength-his full nature had spent itself throughout his life, has bid
us adieu. "His strength was as the strength of ten, because his heart
was pure." Our chief, our friend, is gone.
Our chief, our friend, is gone; but e'er he went, he gave to his
community, his county and his state all that a man could give. Upon
a background of honesty and sincerity of purpose, he had builded a
character worthy of imitation. Though in control of a physical body
that was never rugged, nor even strong, he, nevertheless, developed a
mind that was characterized by ability and efficiency and a personality
that impressed the most casual observer with the vital importance
and stimulating effect of those homely virtues of truthfulness, tem-
perance, purity, public spirit and respect for honest labor.
He brought to this State the vigor and enthusiasm of youth; he
spent to the full the strength and consecration of real manhood; and
he left us just at the time when the counsel and wisdom of a well-
spent life could have brought to finer, fuller fruition his own plans
for progress.
The practice of law was to him "a way of life as well as a way of
getting a living." It brought him "freedom, fun and the opportunity
for service." He breathed the very breath of camaraderie, of frank-
ness and goodfellowship, of mutual encouragement and good will.
He never loafed, lingered, nor loitered-he couldn't find time. He
labored faithfully, lived plainly, and loved his neighbors. He was
friendly, companionable, law-abiding, law-respecting, ready to give
and take, ready to hold his neighbor equal to himself, always grant-
ing that neighbor the same rights that he claimed for himself, always
encouraging, aiding and promoting that neighbor's welfare.
Though little known to most of us, the word "struggle" was
never eliminated from his vocabulary, and tragedy stalked his life;
yet he seldom, if ever, permitted either to affect the sweetness of his
disposition. Fairly; honestly, loyally, uncomplainingly, almost menially
in very humbleness and simplicity, he scoured and brightened every
legal, political or social pot and kettle that was brought into his private
or official sanctum, for all men were his brothers and entitled to
every consideration and respect.
To meet him, officially or personally, was to admire him. To
know him officially, was to respect him. To know him personally,
was to love him. He was a man, humane and human, a man's man,
a manly man, a man of unquestioned and unquestionable official,
personal and political integrity. He was a lawyer, a good lawyer,
a capable one, a lawyer of common sense, comforting, consoling, and
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controlling. He was a citizen, a well rounded American citizen, fine,
fearless, fervent, upstanding and upholding. His virtues may right-
fully be published to the world.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
Be it resolved, by the Executive Committee of the State Bar As-
sociation for the State of North Dakota, that in the loss of President
Horace Bagley, this Committee has been deprived of a loyal, loving
leader.
Be it further resolved, that it is ever the sense of this Committee,
that in the one meeting held at Grand Forks, North Dakota, and
presided over by Horace Bagley, there was laid a foundation upon
which, as a Committee, we may safely stand in handling the affairs
of the State Bar Association for the current year.
Be it resolved, that it is the further sense of this Committee that
Horace Bagley, in all of his bigness, kindness and loyalty, would at
this time, were he present and could speak, favor a declaration
from this Committee to the effect, that we now and hereafter stand
firmly behind the new President, A. M. Kvello, and in every way aid
and assist him in carrying out the policies formed in the meeting at
Grand Forks.
Be it further resolved, that we extend to the widow and family
of our beloved friend, our heartfelt sympathy in this time of deepest
sorrow.
P. W. LANIER, Chairman.
RESOLUTIONS OF THE DISTRICT BAR ASSOCIATION,
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Whereas, the sad news of the death of Honorable Horace G. Bag-
ley, President of the State Bar Association of the State of North
Dakota, has just reached the members of the District Bar Associa-
tion of the Third Judicial District in convention assembled at Ellen-
dale, North Dakota, on this x9 th day of October, 1929; and
,Whereas, we deeply deplore the loss which the State of North
Dakota has sustained in the death of one of its most prominent, loyal,
patriotic, and self-sacrificing citizens;
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that we jointly and severally
desire to convey to Mrs. Bagley and the children our sincerest sym-
pathy in their hour of bereavement, fully realizing as we do that no mere
words of ours can assuage the grief caused by the death of a loving
husband and a dear father; but we trust that our message will con-
vey to them our admiration and respect for one whom they loved so
well, and that we trust and hope that the Divine Father, who alone
can bring comfort and peace and courage to the heart of the widow
and the orphan, will be with you all, now and always, jnd that in
time the pain and grief which racks your loving hearts will be softened,
and that in its place will come tender memories of one who loved
you so dearly, and whose life was made pleasant by your sympathy
and affection and care.
